
1301 Journal Instructions, Due Dates, List, and Sample: Spring 2021 

 

Instructions 

For each reading assignment listed on the syllabus course calendar and included on the list 

below, please write a journal. Your journal is just a 100+ word reflection of what you just read. 

Use your own words and ideas. Here are some guiding questions to help you write your journals: 

 

• What is this section about? 

• Why is it important? 

• How does this reading relate to other readings or class topics? 

• What did you find most interesting in the reading? Do you have any relevant personal 

reactions or experiences that relate to the reading? 

 

This is an important way to keep up with your reading, engage with your reading, apply your 

reading, practice low stakes writing, and for me to continually check your progress. The journals 

are not hard as long as you keep up with them. Upload your journals as assignments on 

Blackboard (BB) within the week it’s assigned. You will write a total of 25 journals. Each 

journal is worth 8 points, for a grand total of 200 points toward your final grade. 

 

As the syllabus explains, all readings are from our main textbook, Patterns for College Writing, 

unless I have indicated that the reading is from our other textbook, A Writer’s Reference, with an 

AWR next to the reading. There are also a few documents and presentations that you will read 

and journal on, which are clearly indicated. Please pay close attention to the reading titles and 

pages numbers, which are listed on this document, on your syllabus, and provided in each 

assignment on BB. One of the most important behaviors to be successful as an online 

student (and in life generally) is to carefully read everything (course materials, instructions, 

textbooks, etc.), then read it again, and then make sure you can articulate what you have 

read and understand exactly what it is you need to do. If you have questions, please ask me. 

 

Due Dates 

Journals are due at the end of each week (Sunday, 11:59 p.m.), based on the syllabus course 

calendar. You may always work ahead if you would like and submit journals early. Each journal 

is its own assignment on BB and is located within the week it’s assigned. The due dates are also 

recorded on each assignment on BB. For example, all of the journals listed on the syllabus course 

calendar week 1 are located on “Week 1” on BB, and the due date is Sunday, January 24, 11:59 

p.m.  

 

List with Weekly Due Dates 

 

Journals #1-4 are due at the end of week 1, Sunday, January 24, 11:59 p.m. 

  

1. 1301 Course Syllabus (posted on BB) 

2. “Introduction: How to Use This Book” (1-9) 

3. Part One: “The Writing Process” (11-12) 

4. Chapter 7: “Description” (149-202)  

 



Journals #5-6 are due at the end of week 2, Sunday, January 31, 11:59 p.m. 

 

5. Chapter 2: “Invention” (27-47) 

6. Chapter 3: “Arrangement” (49-62)  

 

Journals #7-9 are due at the end of week 3, Sunday, February 7, 11:59 p.m. 

 

7. Chapter 1: “Reading to Write: Becoming a Critical Reader” (13-26) 

8. Chapter 13: “Definition” (481-516) 

9. Chapter 4: “Drafting and Revising” (63-78) 

 

Journals #10-11 are due at the end of week 4, Sunday, February 14, 11:59 p.m. 

 

10. Chapter 5: “Editing and Proofreading” (79-94)  

11. AWR: “Reviewing, revising, and editing” (19-33) 

 

Journals #12-15 are due at the end of week 5, Sunday, February 21, 11:59 p.m. 

 

(Note-I separated this long chapter into the three sections that I want you to read and 

journal on separately.) 

 

12. Chapter 14: “Argumentation” (517-541) 

13. Chapter 14: “Argumentation” (573-608) 

14. Chapter 14: “Argumentation” (632-664) 

15. Argument Essay Presentation: Step by Step Instructions (posted on BB) 

 

Journal #16 is due at the end of week 6, Sunday, February 28, 11:59 p.m. 

 

16. AWR: “Reading arguments” (78-86) 

 

Journal #17 is due at the end of week 7, Sunday, March 7, 11:59 p.m. 

 

17. AWR: Researching section (329-360) 

 

Journals #18-19 are due at the end of week 8, Sunday, March 14, 11:59 p.m. 

 

18. AWR: “Draft and revise a working thesis statement” (7-12) 

19. AWR: “How to draft a thesis statement for an argument” (90) 

 

Journals #20-21 are due at the end of week 9, Sunday, March 28, 11:59 p.m. 

 

20. AWR: MLA section (365-432) 

21. Avoiding Plagiarism handout (posted on BB) 

 

 

 



Journals #22-24 are due at the end of week 10, Sunday, April 4, 11:59 p.m. 

 

22. AWR: “Writing arguments” (87-101) 

23. Logical Fallacies Presentation (posted on BB) 

24. Rhetorical Appeals Presentation (posted on BB) 

 

Journal #25 due at the end of week 11, Sunday, April 11, 11:59 p.m. 

 

25. Argument student sample (posted on BB) 

 

Note: You have no new reading and therefore no journals for weeks 12-15. We will be 

focused on revising, editing, and finalizing our Argument essays. 

 

 

1301 Journal Sample 

 

Based on the instructions I have provided, here is one way you could write a journal. This is not 

the only way. As long as you’re showing me that you have read and understood the section, you 

will be good. ☺ 

 

“Introduction: How to Use This Book” pg. 1-9 

 
First, I thought it is very helpful that the book starts with a short chapter focused on how to 

effectively use the book. Textbooks have so much information that learning how to best use and 

digest its information is essential. The main way that the textbook editors show us how to use the 

textbook was through a non-fiction essay called “What’s in a Name?” by Henry Louis Gates. 

Each paragraph is numbered, and following the essay, there are different types of reading 

questions, like comprehension, purpose/audience, style/structure, with answers provided by the 

editors. I would have preferred that the editors only provided one answer to the first question of 

each section and then allowed students to practice their answers, but oh well! The essay itself 

was very short but powerful. The pervasive racism of that time is clearly demonstrated by the 

narrator’s father, despite his respectful position in the community, still being treated as less than. 

 
 


